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Throughout the 1990s, The Open University has been developing its research capacity 
in economics.  Economists at the OU comprise a lively and expanding group with a wide 
set of interests ranging from development policy to decision theory, from Marxist theories 
of profit to libertarian foundations of environmental policy and from econometric analysis 
of large data sets through institutional economics to the use of case-studies in policy 
formation.  Nearly a 1000 students from around the world register each year to study 
economics courses and their needs, together with the multi-disciplinary nature of social 
science at the university, shape out research.  Through a variety of personal and group 
research projects, our work makes a strong contribution to areas like business, public 
policy and even philosophy where sharply focused analysis can inform decision-making 
as well as contribute to scientific progress. 
 
In 1999, approximately £250,000 million worth of externally funded grants (3 from the 
ESRC) were held by discipline members, some of whom also act as consultants to 
national and international bodies.  Approximately half a dozen students are currently 
reading for doctorates with members of the discipline and we are always interested in 
proposals from colleagues or potential students who would like to do research with us. 
 
Some of the journals in which discipline members have published include: Annals of 
Operations Research, Economic Journal, Economica, Economics and Philosophy, 
Feminist Economics, Feminist Review, International Journal of the Economics of 
Business, International Journal of Industrial Organisation, Journal of Economic Issues, 
Journal of Economic Psychology, Journal of the History of Ideas, Journal of Social 
Policy, Local Government Studies, The Locke Newsletter, Open Learning, Oxford 
Economic Papers, Public Policy and Administration, Radical Statistics, Revue d’ 
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The papers contain results of economic research which are the sole responsibility of the 
authors.  Opinions expressed in these papers are hence those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect views of the University. 
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