
Orientation Table of Usage-Frequencies for Selected Words (mostly with political associations) 

Word Word occurrence as 
percentage of corpus at 
the beginning of 2018 
(from Google Ngrams) 

Occurrences per million across time (OED 
rounded estimation, for modern written English 
-- based on Google Books 1500-2010 and other 
corpora) 

Part of speech and frequency 
band 

Frequency 
approx. 

he 0.3931805817 pronoun; Band 8 3000 

she 0.2311823424 pronoun; Band 8 1000 

they 0.2103285678 pronoun; Band 8 2000 

me 0.1673365501 pronoun; Band 7 800 

people 0.0720599212 noun; Band 7 600 

man 0.0583250960 noun; Band 7 800 

world 0.0421968718 noun; Band 7 400 

social 0.0340259715 adjective/noun; Band 7 400 

human 0.0277435494 adjective/noun; Band 7 300 

law 0.0239443846 noun; Band 7 300 

woman 0.0230637428 noun; Band 7 500 

political 0.0230157809 adjective/noun; Band 7 300 

business 0.0211430443 noun; Band 7 200 

government 0.0204596273 noun; Band 7 300 

money 0.0170242004 noun; Band 7 200 

war 0.0164659397 noun; Band 7 200 

risk 0.0159991035 noun+verb; Band 7 110 

language 0.0157963517 noun (& interjection); Band 7 200 

rights 0.0147146877 noun (singular); Band 7 300 

policy 0.0142849967 noun; Band 7 300 

management 0.0132358846 noun; Band 7 100 

society 0.0124879219 noun; Band 7 200 

culture 0.0114298928 noun; Band 7 200 

international 0.0112967235 adjective/noun; Band 7 100 

global 0.0082176751 adjective; Band 6 50 

organization 0.0081552948 noun; Band 7 200 

technology 0.0080393319 noun; Band 7 100 

economy 0.0062823731 noun; Band 7 100 

violence 0.0061943736 noun; Band 6 50 

justice 0.0060981896 noun; Band 6 60 

politics 0.0059374633 noun; Band 6 70 

nation 0.0059073630 noun; Band 7 100 

religion 0.0055380133 noun; Band 6 80 

online 0.0054153238 adjective/adverb; Band 6 20 

gender 0.0052285328 noun; Band 6 40 

crisis 0.0045318984 noun; Band 6 50 

digital 0.0039541124 noun/adjective; Band 6 20 

discourse 0.0034378989 noun; Band 6 30 

poverty 0.0031294656 noun; Band 6 30 

election 0.0030081668 noun; Band 6 70 

democracy 0.0028892535 noun; Band 6 40 

colonial 0.0027017489 adjective/noun; Band 6 30 

ethics 0.0020845779 noun+noun/adjective; Band 6 25 

privacy 0.0017903881 noun; Band 6 10 

inequality 0.0016322694 noun; Band 6 20 

capitalism 0.0014383717 noun; Band 6 20 

sustainability  0.0013841392 noun; Band 5 3 

sovereignty 0.0013135472 noun; Band 6 10 

internet 0.0012817974 noun; Band 5 3 

sexuality 0.0011417439 noun; Band 6 10 

terrorism 0.0010460449 noun; Band 5 8 

ethnicity 0.0007729721 noun; Band 5 7 

socialism 0.0005858211 noun; Band 6 10 

bureaucracy 0.0005190071 noun; Band 6 10 

communism 0.0004231806 noun; Band 5 7 

censorship 0.0003514460 noun; band 5 5 

referendum 0.0003649496 noun; Band 5 4 

neoliberalism 0.0002656769 noun; Band 4 0.2 

fascism 0.0002171922 noun; Band 5 3 

populism 0.0001448323 noun; Band 4 0.8 

marginalization 0.0001714681 noun; Band 5 1 

right wing+right-wing+rightwing 0.0001249397 noun/adjective; Band 5 4 

left wing+left-wing+leftwing 0.0000975886 noun/adjective; Band 5 3 

technocratic 0.0000851356 adjective; Band 4 0.8 

theocracy 0.0000331292 noun; Band 4 0.4 

precariat 0.0000126481 noun; Band 3 0.03 

 

 


